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West End Co-op
Live Well, Laugh Often, Love Much …  and above all else Eat Well ... for wht you eat today walks and talks tomorrow.
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          Spring has sprung 
Thank you Community ...

Over the past few weeks and  months, we, the Co-op people have not only expanded in numbers but felt happily overwhelmed by the support that our combined communities have shown  us.  We are  pleased to be of service to you all and are intending to grow day by day.  I get a great deal of pleasure watching the delight on peoples’ faces as the content of our store changes and the product list grows. 

We have a list of things that people would like to see locally available and work toward this end every day,  

When dealing with something this new and interesting, it is my belief that all it takes is happy people for a happy venture,  thus turning it into an adventure, and so we continue along our trail. 

We are open to comments and ideas and welcome them with open arms and hearts. The latest extension is into cold cereals, NEW honey for those of you who are happy with the product we have had, Brown Cow Yogurt for those of you who like a treat, and lots of new teas for those of you who like to drink. 

 The dealers in Port Angeles are being very supportive of us and giving us deals and contacts in order to extend our service. Spring into gardening ...
Thank you for those of you who have found us and found us to be of value to you. Our prices are still 
the lowest by far, and we intend to keep it this way.

The comments of surprised people coming through our door this month have included.  

“Oh my, now we don’t need a grocery store.”

“Thrifty, this makes me happy. “

“I never thought I would be able to buy my favorite yogurt in my home town.”

A regular shopper in our store loves the hand baked bread, and buys it weekly. Walking out with a huge smile, and a spring in his step, a person asked, “Has he sold his house?”  “No,” I said, “He got the bread he loves!”

I love to collect feedback.

Jane

Buyers’ Club News
   The Buyer’s Club option of our community store works this way.  

   We are using ‘Azure Standards’ from Dufur, Oregon, which delivers to PA once a month.  The schedule is here at the store. Come and pick up a business card called Buyers’ Club and on it are dates for orders and delivery. 

Pick your orders up here in Clallam Bay at the Co-op for your convenience, 

   Some products are in bulk, some multiple containers and some are single items.  All are of a better quality of food and are commensurate with the organic standards that the FDA requires for organic registration. 

   Our mark up is less than PA, as we have less overhead at this time.

   We may share a bulk order with you, please ask.

   Orders will need to be in by the last week of each month and pick up here at the Co-op on the next Thursday .

   Check out the catalog on the web at www.azurestandard.com 

or pick one up at the Co-op.  

   There is a monthly specials catalog as well.

Tell us about your Asian food needs and we will work with it.

Thank you to the people who have been ordering with us. We enjoy giving you this service.

Spring into gardening ...
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Reskeining 
A wonderful and dedicated team of locals are processing skeins of beautiful yarn here in Clallam Bay, ready for the market via the Internet.

They are working with various styles of yarn. One is 100% machine washable Merino Wool for sock knitters. Another is Aran Silky Merino, a sleek mixture of 100% wool and 100% silk, Fingerling Silky Merino, again 100% wool and 100% silk mixed together and lastly fine Pure Silk.  These skeins are shared between the workers each week with the weekly pick up in Sequim on Wednesdays.  The Co-op benefits by the process passing through our hands and the process brings fun and entertainment to the folk who work with it and those who come to watch.  Drop on in and see the process in operation.  It is at its height on Thursdays and Fridays and winds down by the following Tuesday.  
We don’t need any extra hands at this time. 

To see the end product, go to www.Sundarayarn.com on the web and look up your favorite color or see just what is happening.  

It is a fun adventure for the owner who is having to go big enough to keep up with the demand, whilst learning the ropes of working with her team of enthusiastic workers, and still staying small and congenial.

We are all having fun doing this work.

Business organisation ...
We have had our official election of officers.  

We have chosen Cathy Walde as our Chair Person and Neil Adams as our Vice Chair.  Both of these people are enthusiastic and have worked with the Co-op development  for quite a while now.  Both of them are Reskeiners and involved on a day to day basis in the Coop and the Reskeining.

   Thank you to Susan Heiny and Diana Goplen who sponsored us into life.  Both of these people have had the courage and the faith through which to see the future needs and choices that the Co-op was going to offer the town.   

Our Board encompasses a wide range of people who have given their support in order to get us going.  George Konopik, temporary President until elections, Sue Zalokar of the Hoh, Cathy Walde, Neil Adams, Diana Goplen past President, Sue Heiny past Vice President, Nancy Messmer, Terry & Jane Hielman.

Co-op Business Meeting : Interested people are invited to share their ideas on the second Tuesday of each month at 5.45pm at the Yellow Co-op building .
Co-op Initiative Meetings: 2pm at the Co-op building. Every second Tuesday of each month.
 We look forward to your support and interest.
3rd Place with the CAT Team ...
  Community Garden Support ...

   As a result of the vote for the Initiative called ‘Community Farm/Co-op’, we have a band of people moving into position to develop a farm system in town to supply our Co-op with fresh local vegetables. It will start small this year and will grow into the future, This group is led by Raese Reeves and his skill in the area of horticulture.  Alan Hopkins, Donna Barr, Carol Corey and others are working toward developing a group of locally owned green houses.  If you have a green house or would like to join in the fun, for more information please contact Raese or the Co-op on 963 2189 .  We are also looking for land on which to establish a garden or raised bed garden to enhance our production. 

Any donations of lumber, new or used, tools, starts, land use, water facility, or compost bins would be greatly appreciated and negotiated. 

We are also encouraging excess from home gardens to be  donated to the Co-op. This is very popular with tourists.

Our Store Stock...

Folks have been asking us about baked items, especially hand baked.  We now have regular hand baked goods; a mixed variety is always available including hand baked bread, cookies and muffins. 

This service is very popular so keep an eye out for your favorites.

We are planning an in house bakery in our Co-op as it expands. 

Fresh items of produce are coming to us at this time from various sources..  

These can be standard or organic.  So we are able to buddy up with other orders and get what we can and still keep up the freshness.  As  the peak season approaches we will be bringing in lots of choices from local farms and suppliers, including Nash's.

We are hoping very soon to have our commercial frig which will make for good service and freshness.

Our variety increases every day, it is fun to hear the voices of locals who proclaim, “There is something new every time I come in here.” 

This is what we like.

Our shelves are slowly growing with the addition of dry goods that we choose or that we choose to buy from other people’s orders.  Herbs and spices very reasonably priced, Ezekiel and Manna bread are two healthy choices.

 We have bulk honey and flour and cold cereals.
This will continue to grow

Volunteers & Future Paid Work ...

We are keen to attract the valued services of REGULAR and RELIABLE volunteers to keep the store open as it grows.  

Any offering of regular time is welcomed to share the load with the present volunteers. A volunteer can only succeed as we are trusting and open about the events of the store.

It is easy to be happy and helpful under these circumstances.

As the weather gets brighter and warmer we want to extend the present hours of the store to day light hours in the pm. Please support us to stay open.

As the venture expands we will be looking at paying wages. Priority will be given to those who volunteer during this, the growing period. 
 Terry and I have  worked the project daily for ten months now, giving over 3,000 volunteer hours, with  the help of George,  Monday and Tuesday evenings, and every second Monday being worked by Lisa, a supporter from another small town without a grocery outlet. We wish sincerely that local volunteers with consistent motivation would band together to support our communities’ investment.

Help us stay open regularly and reliably. This will help keep Terry and I happy and smiling.

Hardware

 Suggestions have been made that we could include basic hardware in our choices here, feed back please.

Hand made items

 Also feedback on the possibility of home made furniture and goods, and useful items.

Co-op Social Talk ...

Come and join us at the Co-op.  You are welcome to come and chat, play a round of friendly Crib or Tile Rummy, or just watch the wheels go round.  Tell us your dreams and wishes and let’s see where it all goes, we love people and their stories.

Let’s make this a social agenda for all and keep it that way as we grow. All gardeners are welcome to bring excess from their gardens,  we have recipes to share, thoughts and ideas to talk through.  

Tell us what you think the Co-op should be called.  We would like it to be humorous or at least complimentary to our area.  One suggestion is RUST & RELAXATION Co-op,  another is SUNSHINE Co-op for the sun will always shine inside as we find support, love and fun with one another. I am going to a conference in Port Townsend in April about starting a Co-op, come in and hear the news.

The NWCDC will help us into our Co-op paperwork within the year. Interest is positively growing. And so  into 2008. we go ..

….. In the words of parting tourists last year, 

“See you big next year!”

So here we are in  2008  ready to go!

“Let’s all ‘think–in’ what we really want our towns to offer.  The more of us who think the same thing the more power we give it.  It’s as simple as that.”

Shopping action at the Co-op ..

Lisa says, “Thank you for accepting her in the community.”

Live Well, Laugh Often, Love Much …  and above all else Eat Well ...

West End Co-op Inc

16732 Hwy 112

Clallam Bay WA 98326

Ph: 360 963 2189

Email:westendcoop.weebly.com

Please blog us!

This is your Co-op ...

Pop in often to see what is new …

Or just pop in, you are always welcome ...

     A Co-op is a member (worker and customer) owned retail business that provides high quality grocery and retail items at the lowest prices to their customers.  

     Cooperatives strive to enrich their communities through consumer education, volunteer discount programs, member ownership, and the creation of livable wage jobs. Cooperatives  integrate their communities by selling locally grown and produced goods from small family farms and businesses as much as possible.

     The Cooperative Identity:

  Definition: A cooperative is an autonomous association of persons united voluntarily to meet their common economic, social , and cultural needs and aspirations through a jointly owned and democratically controlled enterprise.

Values:  Cooperatives are based on the values of self-help, self-responsibility, democracy, equality, and solidarity.  In the tradition of their founders, cooperative members are best to believe in the ethical values of honesty, openness, social responsibility and caring for and about others.

So — Happy People for a Happy Venture …  Working together for the greater good of their own combined communities.

YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE A MEMBER OF THE COOP IN ORDER TO PURCHASE FROM THE STORE.

NEWS ...

OUR WEB SITE www.westendcoop.weebly.com/
Thank you to Mia Boster, from the Peninsula College for your personal  tuition in web design   We have the beginnings of our web site up and running. Home page, Buyers Club, Conference, and Blog.  Please check us out and stay in touch. We will be adding more information regularly.

Community Conference  
is planned for
June 21 & 22,
 the start of summer.
It is entitled,
‘Working with our Dreams for Economic Diversity’.  We are looking to team up land and resource owners with initiative packed youth or folk looking for a new direction.

Small business opportunities and good food production, land use and environmental ideas are all welcomed.  Come and see who has what and who knows what.  Join the fun as we brain storm and play ourselves into a new series of choices.
The future can only look rosy.

We, the Co-op have been awarded a pre-grant approval.  We have many hoops to jump  in order to secure the future of this grant, but in the one to one and a half year margin, we will be up and running  with a grant from the Northwest Co-op Development Center, funded by the USDA.

Stay in touch as we move on and up in our quest for a living Co-operative Store in this community.

We are currently researching Food Stamps  and find we are not prepared enough yet, stay tuned.

Recycle and save , we have hand painted and hand sewn Co-op Bags for sale in the store. 

We are looking into a future recycling set up, stay in touch for information.

Below are areas we are keen to address: 

Bee Keeping.

Wood Pellet industry

Kelp beauty products.

“Happy Meat”

Eggs

Good produce,

Mushrooms

Lets get into it..

Stay in touch….Jane
Working 

together 

for fun ...

 
Special points of interest:


Thank  you to our volunteers, George and Lisa.


THANK YOU Dana for your time and expertise.


Thank you Sasha for your energy toward  progress


Thank you Neil for donations and research.


Thank you all for your friendship and emotional support.


I am excited about the future.
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We are  here , so come on in ...








