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Cooperation our Aim

    I am pleased to be putting together our first newsletter; it indicates very clearly to me that we are really on our way.

    This co-operative store began as a fruit stall, the brain child of Diana Goplen, at the start of last summer.

    As this store progressed through summer, we met many wonderful and supportive people, both locals and tourists.  It was through this contact that we realised the necessity of expansion, so that we could fill a need in the community.

    Our aim is simply to provide an ever-increasing range of fresh produce and dry goods, through the co-operation of interested members of the community.

    At any given moment, our initial thrust is to provide the choices for good healthy foods, at the best prices we can manage.

    As I write, our co-operative has 7  members.  Initially, each of these people invested $150 per family, thus enabling us to stock the fruit store. As more members  join, our buying power increases, and we can expand our choice of goods, and services.

    Because we have overheads, electricity, rent, and food wastage specifically, we have a current mark up of 30% on produce and 40% on dry goods.  This allows us to keep our heads above water.

    All business is conducted on a voluntary basis.  There are no salaries being paid or sought. 

    We have a need of volunteers.  Call in and see us and we will explain the simple essentials. We promote fun instead of fear, and we trust peoples honesty, so a volunteer can do no wrong!

    We have formed a buying club and are using  one purchasing outlet which will be discussed later in the news.  Call in to browse extensively through the catalogs and find out how we can support you!

    I look forward to seeing you at the store, in the near future.

Terry
We are all hanging in here ...
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Special points of interest:

“We have one volunteer, thank you George!

PA pickup thank you Kathy!

Legal ease, thank you Cathy!

Book work, thank you Lisa, Teresa and Sue!

Donations from farms, thank you everyone !

Warm building, thank you Sue and Diana!
The message in the bottle says “paid piece work in Clallam Bay …”
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      Paid work 

      for clean 

      gentle

      hands                                        

               

 * * *
PAID WORK OPPORTUNITY …
Skeining!

   This is the word on our lips right now.  We have an opportunity to make dollars for ourselves through ‘Sundara Yarn’ .

   This is a woman who has set up her own business in the Seattle area.  She was overwhelmed by the positive response to her initiative and in two short years has made the choice to expand her business.  

   Her first thought was to outsource the processing of the yarn to China, but I met her and suggested that Clallam Bay would appreciate and love to be part of the team.  

   The co-op was sure that it belonged with us, as the work can be done in a warm, comfortable, and friendly environment.

   Come see us and get an introduction to what is needed within the task and see how you fit into the team.  

   If you like color, texture and neatness, this is for you.

   The work is available Wednesday am to Sunday pm .  It needs to be done here at the co-op building.  And is open to your own enthusiasm.

   You will need instruction as to how the simple machines work, but with practice it becomes easy.

   Tell your friends …

Paid work 

for clean, 

   gentle hands …
Well Done Girls, Thank you !

Business organisation ...
 Two girls from our West End have been working long and well to bring us our By-laws .  

   They have gathered lots of information and in doing so have developed a good working plan for us to base our business ideals upon. 

   As the By-laws are established and verified to our licensing, we are then ready to sell shares to you. 

    You then move into the structure of the Co-op and share in the benefits that are now already part of your communities. 

  Thank you Teresa Wills and Sue Zalokar.   

Paper work is happening  ...
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Co-op Business Meeting Dates:

   Interested people are invited to share their ideas on Tuesday  the 14th November and again on the 21st November ;both meetings are at 5pm at the Yellow Co-op building .

   They look forward to your support and interest.

   Well done girls!

   A  big  job well done!
Community Support is Wonderful ...

   We have had the offers of: sharing a scale for weighing, 

   A person who is willing to share the book keeping, 

   A volunteer to share the hours, 

    Owners who are willing to structure the rent  for our present finances,

   A person who is willing to translate any legalese we may find,

   A person who is willing to share tools when we need them,

   Several farmers who have shared their excess produce,

   A person who is willing to transport our Buyers’ Club purchases from PA to Clallam Bay,

   Several people who have donated money to get certain services installed for us all.

   People are travelling from the Forks and Hoh area to join the enthusiasm of getting going here.

You are all appreciated.

   THANK YOU!

Bakery Items, Fresh Items, Dry Goods

   Folks have been asking us about baked items, especially home baked.  

   We are eagerly looking forward to the availability in this community of a commercial kitchen where community members can bake goods and bring them into the store.  

   Help us to organise this resource.  

   Let’s think it in.
 Fresh items of produce are coming to us.  

   We have the choice of Standard or Conventional, or organic.  So we are able to buddy up with other orders and get what we can and still keep up the freshness.  

   Locals have been bringing us fresh and dried chanterelles, beets, cabbage, carrots ‘to live for’,  garlic seed to cook or plant and tomatoes in summer  We are grateful and feel good about this sharing.                

During summer we were gifted a large quantity from a local who has a farm out of town, 

   We loved this too.

    Our shelves are slowly growing with the addition of dry goods that we choose or that we choose to buy from other people’s orders.  

   We have bulk honey and flour,  barley for soup and hot cereals.  

   This will continue to grow.

To Bake or not to bake?

VOLUNTEERS AN DFUTURE OPTIONS …
We are keen to attract the valued services of REGULAR and RELIABLE volunteers to keep the store open as it grows.  

    We need Monday and Tuesday between the hours of 11am and 4.30pm so as to establish a 7 day per week roster. 

    Any offering of regular time is welcomed outside of those times as well to share the load with the present volunteers.

   A volunteer can only succeed as we are trusting and open about the events of the store.

    It is easy to be happy and helpful under these conditions.

  Hardware

 Suggestions have been made that we could include basic hardware in our choices here, feed back please.

Hand made items

   Also feedback on the possibility of home made furniture and goods, and useful items.


2008 ….. Here we come.
In the words of parting tourists last year, “See you big next year!”

 Co-op Social Gatherings
   At this time we are having two  gatherings per month, apart from the business meetings.  They are Wednesday evenings at 5pm as has been the case, they will continue.  

    Everyone is welcome. The activities of the Co-op and its formation, are shared with all who attend. 

    We have progress reports on ideas given by community the previous gathering and ideas that come as suggestions, both for improvement and future direction. 

    We have so many skills in our community and it is exciting seeing them come to the fore.

   The next gatherings are on the  28th November,  12th December , 9th January . 

And so  into 2008. we go ..

Since having the gatherings we have attracted thirty one different faces with some folk coming to all of the gatherings. 

    Thank you everyone who has shown an interest in the proceedings.

   Interest is positively growing.
Live Well, Laugh Often, Love Much …  and above all else Eat Well ...

West End Co-op Inc

16732 Hwy 112

Clallam Bay WA 98326

Ph: soon to be connected

Email:westendcooperative@yahoo.com

Blog:  “clallambayco-op” I think.  To be clarified, 

This is your Co-op ...

Pop in often to see what is new …

Or just pop in, you are always welcome ...

     A Co-op is a member (worker and customer) owned retail business that provides high quality grocery and retail items at the lowest prices to their customers.  

     Cooperatives strive to enrich their communities through consumer education, volunteer discount programs, member ownership, and the creation of livable wage jobs. Cooperatives  integrate their communities by selling locally grown and produced goods from small family farms and businesses as much as possible.

     The Cooperative Identity:

  Definition: A cooperative is an autonomous association of persons united voluntarily to meet their common economic, social , and cultural needs and aspirations through a jointly owned and democratically controlled enterprise.

Values:  Cooperatives are based on the values of self-help, self-responsibility, democracy, equality, and solidarity.  In the tradition of their founders, cooperative members are best to believe in the ethical values of honesty, openness, social responsibility and caring for and about others.

So — Happy People for a Happy Venture …  Working together for the greater good of their own combined communities.



     Eating well is a 

luxury you can 
                                    afford.

CHALLENGE

  If you live to be 100 ...

 Providing you eat 3 square meal a day, and you live to be 100, how many meals will you ingest in that time?

   Creative answers will be reviewed in January at the first gathering  of 2008.


We are  here , so come on in ...
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“Let’s all think–in what we really want our towns to offer.  The more of us who think the same thing the more power we give it.  It’s as simple as that.”





 Round table conference will soon be part of our future ...
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