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Live Well, Laugh Often, Love Much …  and above all else Eat Well ... for what you eat today walks and talks tomorrow..
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The place where the sun sets west!

Our Dream

It is with great excitement that I write this Newsletter.  It has been 3 years since the first steps were taken to form a Food Coop in Clallam Bay for the benefit of the combined communities here on the Northwest Coast of Washington State.

There’s been a lot to learn, many people involved and lots to do. 

The dream came first and the words followed, our first steps were very small and the ideas were gentle at first, just simple service and friendship, which held the dream in place.  I had no idea that three years later I would be presenting a community with a business model that would be so accepted by so many people and government authorities.
Background

When I was a child in Australia, my family belonged to a Cooperative Department Store with several branches. Called ‘The Store’, it was a major business and attracted a large percent of the local trade.  My parents had joined early in their lives together and so I was brought up with it in my daily routine.

When I was to be married, my family gave me some cash with the advice, to invest it wisely in ‘The Store’ so I did. I invested $500 in my account so I could ‘book up’ to that amount any time I wished and pay it at my leisure.  At the end of the financial year each year I would receive a check in the mail. It would represent a percent of their profit according to the amount I spent each year. With this assured credit and the rebates I received, I was able to fully furnish my home that I had built and feed and clothe myself well. I always had a cash flow because of this insurance my parents had arranged for me. The original monies I had invested were returned to me some twenty years later when ‘The Store’ closed due to Malls being built in decentralized areas.  My budget was never the same again.  But I felt safe and happy to be part of a secured financial unit during my family years and my early adult life.
I hope you feel safe and assured when you choose to shop at Sunsets West Coop in Clallam Bay as I pay forward my own experience in life.

Celebration

We have planned a celebration of progress; we thank you for being part of the whole.  Without members and shoppers we lose our goal, which is to be of service to the combined communities, the greater community and to our county. Our coop is for our locals whom we value and also to be of service and practicality to the tourists and visitors of our beautiful peninsula. 
Destination Coop

When we looked at revitalizing our communities, we looked at what our destination has to offer.  We are proud of our Nature which is still largely in tact.  We are proud of our climate which is healthy, and our trails which are plentiful, our Museum which contains many pieces of our past and our courage to start afresh with enthusiasm, love and peace in building a community in which we are both comfortable and happy.  We are pleased to invite folk into our Comfort Zone and know they will benefit both mentally and physically from the experience.

Practicalities
Our Ad Hoc Interim Board that is moving through has been both invested and courageous in the tasks that have had to be tackled. Thank you all.

We are electing our first official Board. 

We are expanding our services and our stock, to public demand and interest.

We are learning about gardening for retail, its presentation and storage, and the potential of a signature crop. Thank you.

We are pleased with our green house.

We are excited about our Community Gardeners.
We are always keeping our goals in sight and our dream fresh.

We are supporting local consignees; in doing so we have an ear to quality, health, and aesthetic values when choosing our products.  Thanks to them we keep an interesting array of goods to please the shoppers and keep the flavor of our store local and unique.

We are currently looking for a building in which to expand our enterprise, and ensure the future development of the Coop.

We are welcoming membership as through this we become a true Coop.

In Cooperation ..

Jane Hielman

